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Alexie, Sherman. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian - Bestselling author Sherman Alexie 
tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his 
future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school 
where the only other Indian is the school mascot. (description from Amazon) + 
 
Boyle, T. C.  The Tortilla Curtain - Tells the explosive story of yuppies, Delaney and Kyra Mossbacher, a 
stay-at-home dad and his real-estate whiz wife, and their clash with Cǹdido and Amřica Rincn̤, illegal aliens 
who have crossed into California from Mexico and are living in a camp awaiting the birth of their baby. + 
 
Diamond, Anita. The Boston Girl - An eight-five-year-old grandmother, Addie Baum, tells her 
twenty-two-year-old granddaughter about growing up in Boston in the early twentieth century, one of three 
daughters of Jewish immigrants who were unprepared for the effect that Boston's multicultural North End would 
have on their daughters. + * 
 
Hassman, Tupelo.  Girlchild - Follows the struggles of Rory Hendrix as she searches for a way out of her 
life of poverty at the Calle, a run-down Reno trailer park where she lives with her mother Jo, a hard-luck 
bartender at the Truck Stop. + * 
 
Kingsolver, Barbara.  The Bean Trees - Taylor, a poor Kentuckian, makes her way west with an 
abandoned baby girl and stops in Tucson, where she finds friends and discovers resources in apparently empty 
places. + 
 
--              Pigs in Heaven - Six-year-old Turtle Green witnesses a freak accident drawing her and her mother 
into a conflict of historic proportions.+ 
 
Kline, Christina Baker. Orphan Train - When seventeen-year-old Molly Ayer is sent to perform community 
service at elderly Vivian Daly's home in order to avoid juvenile hall, she discovers that the two are very much 
alike, despite the vast age difference. + 
 
Owen, Dalia. Where the Crawdads Sing. - Kya Clark is the 'Marsh Girl' of Barkley Cove on the North 
Carolina coast. Abandoned at age ten, she has survived on her own in the marsh that she calls home. A born 
naturalist, she took life lessons from the land, learning from the false signals of fireflies the real way of this 
world. Drawn to two young men from town who were intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opened herself to a new 
and startling world--until the unthinkable happens. When Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately 
suspect Kya. + * 
 
Potok, Chaim. The Chosen - A baseball game between Jewish schools is the catalyst that starts a bitter 
rivalry between two boys and their fathers. + 
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Smith, Betty.  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. Young Francie Nolan, having inherited both her father's 
romantic and her mother's practical nature, struggles to survive and thrive growing up in the slums of 
Brooklyn in the early twentieth century. + * 
 
Vance, J. D.  Hillbilly Elegy:  a Memoir of a Family and a Culture in Crisis - Vance, a former marine 
and Yale Law School graduate, provides an account of growing up in a poor Rust Belt town that offers a broader, 
probing look at the struggles of America's white working class. The decline of this group, a demographic of our 
country that has been slowly disintegrating over forty years, has been reported on with growing frequency and alarm. 
J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung 
around your neck. (non-fiction) + 
 
Walls, Jeannette. The Glass Castle. - The child of an alcoholic father and an eccentric artist mother 
discusses her family's nomadic upbringing, during which she and her siblings fended for themselves while their 
parents outmaneuvered bill collectors and the authorities. (non-fiction) + * 
 
Wingate, Lisa. Before We Were Yours - Memphis, Tennessee, 1936. The five Foss children find their 
lives changed forever when their parents leave them alone on the family shantyboat one stormy night. Rill 
Foss, just twelve years old, must protect her four younger siblings as they are wrenched from their home on the 
Mississippi and thrown into the care of the infamous Georgia Tann, director of the Tennessee Children's Home 
Society. South Carolina, Present Day. Avery Stafford has lived a charmed life. Loving daughter to her father, a 
U.S. Senator, she has a promising career as an assistant D.A. in Baltimore and is engaged to her best friend. 
But when Avery comes home to help her father weather a health crisis and a political attack, a chance 
encounter with a stranger leaves her deeply shaken. Avery's decision to learn more about the woman's life will 
take her on a journey through her family's long-hidden history. Based on one of America’s most notorious 
real-life scandals about the Tennessee Children’s Home. + * 
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